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A RARE BOOK BY THE QUACK PATENCE 

P/ A small and undistinguished volume of 60 pages in the pos- 
session of Northwestern University Dental School, appears 

to be one of the rarest books in the field of dentistry. This 

is entitled A Treatise on the Teeth, wherein is demonstrated 

their Formation, Growth, Extension, Preservation, Disorders, and 

Cure, and so forth, pubiished in London and is by the notorious 

quack designated only as M. Patence. ‘This book is not listed in 

any of the better known bibliographies, including the recent one 

by J. Menzies Campbell, and the older ones by Crowley and by 

Weinberger, as well as the catalog of the Surgeon General. B. R. 

Townend in 1942 contributed to Dental Magazine and Oral Topics 

an extensive article on Patence based on his advertisements in 

newspapers, but he did not mention Patence's book and perhaps 

did not know of its existence. It would be interesting to know 

what other libraries, if any, have conies of this contribution 

to the unscientific and unprofessional field of dental literature, 


An idea of the character of the work may be derived from the fol- 
lowing passage with regard to movements of the mandible: 


If we consider the six-fold action of the jaw, it 
excels all mechanical motions whatever: all the 
parts move from centrical points, except the com- 
pound rivet, which few understand; the rest ter- 
minate in angles from the centre, but this, when it 
opens, moves quite different; its actions are hori- 
zontal, vertical, forward, backward, extends behind, 
or shuts before: for when the grinders meet, the 
upper fore-teeth project over the lower, and when 
the fore-teeth are employed in eating, there is an 
Open space betwixt the grinders; so that rest is 
given alternatively throughout the whole, the meth- 
ods of which no mechanic can comprehend, there being 
no screw, or constructed lever, to alter the wonder- 
ful operation of such an amazing construction; which 
alone is sufficient to prove the infinite power of 
our Maker. (Patence, 1774, p. 7) 


SAINT APOLLONIA AND SAINT LAURENCE 

P/ Students of the relation of Saint Apollonia to dentistry will 
be interested in Georges Dagen's "Saint-Laurent and Sainte 

Apoline" in L'Information Dentaire 36:197-202 Feb. 18, 195%. 
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MEETING OF THE A.A.H.D. 

P/ ‘The American Academy of the History of Dentistry will hold: 
its third annual meeting Friday, November 5, in the Bay View 

Room of the McAllister Hotel, Mlami. [Friday has been chosen for 

the day of meeting to avoid conflict with the many other meetings 

scheduled for Saturday. 


INFORMATION DESIRED 

P/ Edward C. Mills, of Columbus, Ohio, is desirous of learning 
the exact date of birth of Dr. Mason S. Dean in order to 

complete his record of the presidents of the American Dental 

Association. 


Mr. Everett E. Farwell, who is completing records on Dr. Henry © 

Daniel Cogswell for the California Historical Society, wishes to 
obtain material concerning this pioneer dentist who with his wife 
and brother, James L. Cogswell, practiced in San Francisco during 
the "gold rush" days. 


SEVENTEENTH CENTURY DENTISTRY 
P/ ‘wo articles by Karl Frz. Hoffmann discuss the dental works 
of two seventeenth century Germans; namely, Joseph Schmid 
(fl. 1650) and Johann Stephan Strobelberger (1593-1630). The 
article about Schmid's Speculum Chirurgicum oder Spiegel der 
Wund-artzney (1656) 1s in Zahnirztliche Welt 9:108-110, Feb. 25, 
1954. ‘The article on Strobelberger is in Osterreichische 
Zeitschrift fir Stomatologie 50: 561-563 Nov. 1953. 


VINCENZO GUERINI HONORED 
P/ Italian dental historians have exnressed appreciation that 
Vincenzo Guerini, the dean of dental historians at the age 
of ninety-four, was elected an honorary member of the A.A.H.D. 
Clinica Odontolatrica (9:0opp. 2. Jan. 1954) devotes a page, with 
portrait, to recent laudatory comments and honors for Guerinie 
The article declares: "This recognition given snontaneously to 
our dean by the scholars and Academy should be no surprise, since 
the fame of Guerini abroad rose to the hirhest point years ago, 
It is enough to consider that he, along with Godon and Aguilar, 
founded in 1900 the Federation Dentaire Internationale; he took 
part in all the international congresses sponsored by the Federa- 
tion except the last one, held in London in 1952." 


DENTAL EXHIBIT AT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

P/ The Smithsonian Institution is planning to reorganize and ex- 
pand its historical exhibit of dentistry. It is expected that 

the exhibit will be designed to show the development of various 

technical and professional aspects of dentistry. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA ON HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 

P/ An extensive article on the history of dentistry by George B. 
Denton will appear in the forthcoming edition of the Ency- 

clopedia Americana, which will nrobably be published in 1955. 
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